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Nicholas de Leicester 

 
 On Saturday 2 August 1287 Nicholas de Leicester, William the reeve and 

Hugh Parcarius (Parker) of Halton seized Robert Kevell at Halton, and 

imprisoned him for three days until he paid them four shillings fine. Moreover, 

they stole from him a tunic worth six shillings and his belt, a silk purse and 

twelve pence. So Robert claimed when he sued Nicholas, William and Hugh in 

the county court.  

 Nicholas de Leicester stated that he was bailiff of the liberty of Halton. 

He said that some chaplain had been riding through the middle of the wood 

called Northwood, and had fallen into a pool and had nearly been drowned. The 

chaplain went to Aston to get help to extricate his horse from the pool, leaving 

there his tabard and overcoat. During his absence Robert Kevell stole the tabard 

and overcoat and hid them; he was arrested and taken with the clothing to 

Chester castle. He had never taken, caused to be taken, arrested, kept in prison 

for three days, nor mulcted him of 40d. 

 The jury found that Nicholas had indeed imprisoned Robert at Halton, but 

only for one day and one night; that Robert had given Nicholas money to be 

freed, but that was of his own volition, and was 3s. 

 Robert was amerced for a false claim, and Nicholas was imprisoned for 

the imprisonment, and later paid a fine for release. 
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 Other claims were made  against Nicholas de Leicester for the seizing of 

animals, presumably also in his capacity as bailiff of the Constable. 
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